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Company Name: ___________________________________________ Job Site Location: ______________________________________ 
 
Date: _______________ Start Time: _______ Finish Time: _______ Foreman/Supervisor: _____________________________________ 
 

Topic 3: Forklift Safety (Part A) 
 

Introduction:  In one form or another, forklifts are one of the most common vehicles around a workplace.  Although they are very useful equipment, 
forklifts are guilty of being involved in many serious injury accidents, mostly due to improper, careless operation. 
 

OSHA Requirements — cover regulations for equipment of this type.  Vehicles may be referred to as:  Forklifts, high-lift trucks, fork trucks, low-lift 
trucks, cantilever trucks, motorized hand/rider trucks, and etc.   OSHA estimates that because of unsafe forklift operations, more than 100 people are 
killed, and nearly 95,000 are seriously injured every year.  These are the primary causes for fatal or serious forklift accidents:   
 

1   Vehicle tip-overs     4   Being hit by falling material from a dropped load 
2   Being crushed between the vehicle and another surface  5   Falling from a platform on the forks 
3   Getting struck by the vehicle    6   Running the forklift off a loading dock, ramp, or other surface 

 

These accidents are caused by operator errors.  Well trained drivers have very few mishaps.  All drivers must complete training and be evaluated before 
they’re allowed to operate a fork-truck without direct supervision.  They must be re-evaluated every 3 years.  Re-training can be triggered by having an 
accident, near misses, re-assignment to different equipment or workplace, or observations of unsafe operation.  All employers must certify that each of 
his operators has been properly trained and is competent to operate the forklift in a careful, safe manner. 
 

Basic Forklift Operations: 
 

 Do not allow anybody underneath raised forks, regardless whether forks are loaded or empty 
 Handle only loads that are stable and safely arranged; secure palletized material as needed. 
 Do not handle loads in excess of the truck’s or any attached component’s rated capacity. 
 Always place forks under the load as far as possible when lifting; then stabilize by slight rearward tilting of the mast. 
 Do not tilt mast forward unless setting the load down. 
 Overhead and back guards must be in place to protect operator from risk of falling loads. 
 Use only safety platforms to lift people. 

 

When traveling in the forklift, follow these safety rules: 
 

 Approval by a competent person is needed to operate equipment in a hazardous location; most accidents occur while moving. 
 Watch where you are going and keep a clear view.  If the load obstructs your view, drive in reverse with load in rear. 
 Never drive up to anyone standing in front of fixed objects. 
 No riders allowed unless vehicle is specifically designed for a passenger. 
 When carrying a load, keep it as low as possible.  Raise fork only as needed to clear road surface 
 Always keep to the right in 2-way traffic 
 No speeding; slow down on wet, slippery surfaces and when turning 
 Keep vehicle under control at all times to ensure and maintain safe stopping capability. 
 When approaching or crossing obstructed vision locations, or blind spots, slow down and sound the horn. 
 Be sure of sufficient clearances to overhead obstructions such as lighting fixtures, pipes, conduit, or ductwork.  
 Stay within rated capacities of dock boards, bridge plates, or any other elevated structures.                                                                       
 Always make sure structures are secure before driving on them. 
 Keep a safe distance from the edges of docks, ramps and platforms. 

 

Conclusion:  Never allow horseplay or stunt driving with a forklift; use good sense and caution to operate forklift equipment safely. 

Work Site Review 
Work-Site Hazards and Safety Suggestions: __________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Personnel Safety Violations: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Material Safety Data Sheets Reviewed: ______________________________________________________________ (Name of Chemical) 
Employee Signatures:                    (My signature attests and verifies my understanding of and agreement to comply with, all company safety policies  
                       and regulations, and that I have not suffered, experienced, or sustained any recent job-related injury or illness.) 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
 

Foreman/Supervisor’s Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
These guidelines do not supercede local, state, or federal regulations and must not be construed as a substitute for, or legal interpretation of, any OSHA regulations. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 2400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 2400
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


