SAUDI ARAMCO SCAFFOLD REQUIREMENTS

GENERAL INFORMATION

Are the new Saudi Aramco scaffold requirements now in effect?

Yes.  The technical requirements, found in the Scaffold Safety Handbook (SSH) went into effect on June 20, 2001.  The administrative requirements are found in General Instruction (GI) 8.001 “Safety Requirements for Scaffolding”.  This revised GI went into effect March 5, 2002.

What are the major points of the SSH?
SPACING - Saudi Aramco requires a safety factor of 4 for all scaffolds.  Many of the scaffolds now in use cannot meet this safety factor, unless the post spacings are reduced.  This post spacing reduction requirement covers all tube & coupler and system scaffolds.

Scaffolds materials meeting Saudi Aramco strength requirements will be allowed to use larger post spacings.  The material will be identified by a stamped on each piece of scaffold material.

SCAFFOLD PLANKS – Scaffold planks shall be solid sawn wood planks, laminated veneer planks or fabricated planks.  Solid sawn wood scaffold planks shall be a scaffold plank grade and shall be certified by and bear the grade stamp of a lumber grading agency approved by the American Lumber Standards Committee. 

Laminated veneer lumber shall have the words “Proof Tested Scaffold Plank” and “OSHA” (or Saudi Aramco accepted equivalent) embossed continuously along both edges.

What are the major points of GI 8.001 “Safety Requirements for Scaffolding”?
INSPECTIONS by Saudi Aramco certified Supervisors and Inspectors are required for all scaffolds that are erected or altered before anyone other than the scaffold erection crew is allowed on the scaffold.    All scaffolds shall be re-inspected every 2 weeks.  

SCAFFOLD TAGS are required on all scaffolds.  Scaffold tags shall be signed by the appropriate Scaffold Supervisor for scaffolds below 6 meters (20 feet).  Scaffolds taller than 6 meters (20 feet) and all special scaffolds shall have scaffold tags signed by a Scaffold Supervisor I and an Inspector.  Only Saudi Aramco approved scaffold tags are allowed on scaffolds.  There are 3 types of scaffold tags.

RED (SAP Material #1000123277) indicates that the scaffold has not been inspected or is not safe for use.  The RED scaffold tag is also a holder for the other scaffold tags.  Only scaffold erection crews are allowed on a scaffold with a RED scaffold tag.

GREEN (SAP Material # 1000123290) indicates that the scaffold is complete, has been inspected and is safe for use at the time of the inspection.  A GREEN scaffold tag is only valid for 2 weeks maximum.  Then the scaffold must be re-inspected and the scaffold tag signed again for another 2 weeks.

YELLOW (SAP Material #100023293) indicates that the scaffold has been inspected and may be used ONLY by workers wearing a properly anchored personal fall arrest system, including full body harness and lanyard.  A YELLOW scaffold tag is required whenever all guardrails or planks cannot physically be installed.  A YELLOW scaffold tag is only valid for 2 weeks maximum.  Then the scaffold must be re-inspected and the scaffold tag signed again for another 2 weeks.

These scaffold tags can be obtained through the Saudi Aramco SAP Materials System or from their authorized supplier of the scaffold tags, Aujan Industrial Supplies Company.   Their office locations are listed below.

 1) Main Office
2) Khobar Branch
Tel: 966-03-857-9955
Tel: 966-03-859-3543

Fax: 966-03-857-3218
Contact Person: Ferdie Valdez
PO Box 2297

Al-Khobar 31952

K.S.A.
Contact Person: Gerry C. Halili
Mobile: 05-498-5756
 

3) Jubail Branch
4) Jeddah Branch
Tel: 966-03-341-1202/341-7172
Tel: 966-02-673-2621/676-0677

Fax: 966-03-341-1204
Fax: 966-02-676-1021
PO Box 10234 
PO Box 9247

Jubail Industrial City 31961
Jeddah 21442

K.S.A. 
K.S.A
Contact Person: Mamdouh Soliman 
Contact Person: Jude Joseph
Mobile: 05-587-8492 
Mobile: 05-587-8491
 5) Yanbu Branch
Tel: 966-04-391-3356

Fax: 966-04-390-2583
PO Box 30437

Yanbu Industrial City

K.S.A.
Contact Person: Joseph Tan
CERTIFICATIONS – Saudi Aramco certified Scaffold Supervisors and Scaffold Inspectors are now required.  There are 4 possible certification classes.

A Saudi Aramco Certified Scaffold Inspector is required to inspect all scaffolds 6 meters (20 feet) tall and all special scaffolds and to sign the scaffold tags

A Certified Scaffold Supervisor I can supervise, inspect and sign scaffold tags for all scaffolds, including special scaffolds.

A Certified Scaffold Supervisor II-T can only supervise, inspect and sign scaffold tags for tube and coupler scaffolds less than 12.2 meters (40 feet).  He cannot sign scaffold tags for special scaffolds.

A Certified Scaffold Supervisor II-S can only supervise, inspect and sign scaffold tags for system scaffolds or fabricated tubular frame scaffolds less than 12.2 meters (40 feet).  He cannot sign scaffold tags for special scaffolds.

SPECIALIZED SCAFFOLD ERECTORS (organizations) shall design, erect, alter, inspect and dismantle all special scaffolds and all base-supported, non-movable scaffolds over 12.2 meters (40 feet) tall.

CHECKLISTS have also been developed for use in designing and inspecting the various types of scaffolds used in Saudi Aramco. 
A Scaffold Plan Completeness Checklist (form SA 9613) shall be completed and attached to all scaffold plans submitted by a Specialized Scaffold Erector.

Scaffold field inspection checklists shall be completed during the initial inspection of all scaffolds.  The competed and signed checklist shall be kept on file by Saudi Aramco during the life of the scaffold.  These checklists are the Base-Supported, Non-Movable Scaffold Field Inspection Checklist (form SA 9614), Mobile Scaffold Field Inspection Checklist (form SA 9615), Underhung (Suspended) Scaffold Field Inspection Checklist (form SA 9616) and Bracket Scaffold Field Inspection Checklist (form SA 9617).

What is the process for taking a scaffold certification test?

Certification tests can be taken at any of several locations throughout Saudi Aramco.  Contact your Saudi Aramco proponent for the nearest location.

Contractors must send a letter of request to the proponent.  The letter must include the candidate’s name, Saudi Aramco ID# and the type of scaffold certification that the candidate is testing for.

The Proponent will then send a cover letter to one of the following test sites.  ONLY the PROPONENT is allowed to contact the test site.
Northern Area – Supervisor, Metal Skills Training – 03-673-1680

Southern Area - Supervisor, Metal Skills Training – 03-577-1038

Riyadh Area - Supervisor, Maintenance Skills Unit – 01-285-2536

Yanbu Area - Supervisor, Metals/Mechanical Unit – 04-397-8187/7100

The scaffold certification test has 2 parts – written and performance.  All tests are given in the English language only.  Any candidate who fails the written or performance test must wait 90 days before being allowed to re-take the test.

The written test requires a passing grade of 80%.  After passing the written test, the candidate must take a performance test.  The performance test requires a passing grade of 100%.

Are there any deadlines?

Deadlines are as follows for the various scaffold requirements:

GI 8.001 “Safety Requirements for Scaffolding” – now in effect

Scaffold Safety Handbook (SSH) – now in effect

Saudi Aramco Scaffold Tags and Procedures – now in effect

Scaffold Post Spacing Requirements – now in effect

Scaffold Plank Requirements – now in effect

Scaffold Checklists – now in effect

Scaffold Supervisor/Inspector Certifications – July 1, 2003

Specialized Scaffold Erectors – July 1, 2003

