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Some things to know before you give your talk.

Elevated working surfaces, especially scaffolds, are an essential part of our business within most Global divisions. When proper precautions are followed, these temporary working surfaces provide an efficient and safe means for accessing high level work. When proper precautions are ignored, they represent a significant risk.

Today’s discussion will focus on scaffolding, with the following safety precautions:

· Ensure the scaffold has been assembled properly

· Make sure that only scaffold-grade planking is used, inspecting it for defects and wear before putting it into service

· Ensure the scaffold is built to standard, boards are secured and the structure is plumb so that the load is properly supported

· Securely install proper guardrails, including top and mid-rails before the scaffold is used

· Ensure toe boards are  secured in place to prevent tools and materials from falling

· Ensure that a designated safe access to and from the scaffold is provided

· Ensure the scaffold is properly cross-braced

· Never remove any component of a scaffold for another job, leaving the scaffold incomplete or in an unsafe condition

· Visually inspect the scaffold for all safety points every time you are planning to use it

· Where possible, employ a regular scaffolding inspection process such as the ScaffTag System to maintain the integrity of the structure
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Try this for show and tell!

Look around your work area and identify activities or situations, which would require a scaffold to be built. Ask your crew members to identify any potential hazards that could be present.

Questions you can use to get them talking:

· What are some of the main hazards associated with scaffolds? Answer – built unsafely, falls from, and tools, equipment or materials falling from the structure.

· When would fall protection be needed on a scaffold? Answer- if it was incomplete or the type of work you were performing could represent an opportunity to fall

· Has anyone had an accident – or know of one – involving scaffolding?
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